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Southern Africa’s coatings industry is poised for a new chapter of growth and innovation. Following the success of the 2024 edition, Coatings For Africa returns in 2026 as the premier platform connecting manufacturers, raw material suppliers, distributors and industry professionals across the region. 
The upcoming edition will highlight how the industry is not only rebounding but strategically advancing, with a focus on sustainable practices, innovation and expanding market opportunities across the Southern African landscape.
Market growth signals a strengthened platform for industry advancement
Valued at approximately USD 769.91 million, South Africa’s paint and coatings market is projected to reach around USD 892.68 million, reflecting a CAGR of about 3%. The market’s upward trajectory is being fuelled by robust activity in the construction and automotive manufacturing sectors.
Across Southern Africa, specialised segments, such as intumescent, marine and automotive coatings, are also expanding. Rising demand for durable, cost-efficient and sustainable solutions continues to unlock export opportunities and regional growth potential. With ongoing innovation and infrastructure investment, the industry is well positioned for long-term expansion. (Sources: Mordor Intelligence and Paul Cochrane)
This positive market outlook reflects the strong success of Coatings For Africa, which continues to effectively translate the region’s economic potential into tangible business engagement. The 2024 edition attracted 2,070 unique attendees from 37 countries and 139 exhibiting companies from 10 countries, reaffirming its position as the largest gathering for the coatings community in Southern Africa.
What to expect at Coatings For Africa 2026
With just four months to go until Coatings For Africa 2026 (24–26 June, Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg), anticipation is building for another impactful edition. The event is expected to welcome more than 2,000 visitors, maintaining the strong participation seen in 2024. While most attendees were domestic, the event also drew international visitors from Zimbabwe, UAE, India, Zambia and Tanzania, highlighting its growing global relevance.
Coatings For Africa 2026 is anticipated to host over 150 leading exhibitors. The current exhibitor line-up includes companies from South Africa, China, India, UAE, Switzerland, Spain, Egypt and Cyprus. This strong international presence reinforces Southern Africa’s strategic significance as a growth market and underscores South Africa’s standing as a regional hub for manufacturing and distribution.
Key highlights of the event:
In addition to the exhibition, Coatings For Africa 2026 will offer engaging and interactive features designed to inform, inspire and connect industry professionals.
· ChemTalks (previously known as the Business Presentations Hub) - A series of presentations focused on emerging raw materials, formulation innovations, sustainability and the latest trends shaping the coatings industry. Delivered by leading exhibitors and industry experts, these sessions provide valuable insights and help visitors enhance their technical knowledge and market understanding.
· Colour Mixology - Developed in collaboration with Trycolors, this interactive feature invites attendees to experiment with realistic paint mixing and explore diverse colour combinations. Open to all visitors, it offers a creative, hands-on experience that blends learning with innovation.
For more information about Coatings For Africa, visit: www.coatingsforafrica.com 

