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Introduction:
Shopping centres in South Africa are vibrant hubs for commerce and community, attracting millions of visitors each year. However, a hidden threat lurks beneath the bustling activity – lead-based road paint commonly used in parking facilities. Lead, a toxic heavy metal, poses significant health and environmental risks. Recognising this danger, South Africa has implemented legislation mandating the use of lead-free alternatives. This article explores the necessity for shopping centres to comply with the lead-free road paint legislation, outlining the health and environmental concerns associated with lead, relevant regulations, and compliance deadlines. 
Health Risks of Lead Exposure
Lead is a potent neurotoxin, particularly detrimental to children, pregnant women, and developing foetuses. Even low-level exposure can lead to irreversible neurological damage, developmental delays, and behavioural problems. Inhaling or ingesting lead particles from deteriorating paint can cause lead poisoning, with symptoms like headaches, abdominal pain, and cognitive impairment. Chronic exposure is linked to cardiovascular diseases, kidney damage, and reproductive issues.
Environmental Impact
Beyond its impact on human health, lead poses serious environmental threats. Lead-based paint runoff contaminates soil and water sources, endangering wildlife, and ecosystems. Lead persists in the environment for decades, causing long-term harm to biodiversity and ecological balance. Lead particles can become airborne, contributing to air pollution and respiratory ailments.
Legislative Measures and Compliance Deadlines
South Africa is a Member of the World Health Authority and is a signatory to the convention on Lead Free Paint. This country has proactively addressed the hazards of lead-based paint in the following Acts of Parliament:
· The Hazardous Substances Act (Act No. 15 of 1973) regulates the use and disposal of hazardous substances, including lead. Section 3(1)(d) empowers the Minister to restrict or prohibit the use of materials deemed hazardous. Amendments to the Act align with international efforts to phase out lead in consumer goods.
· The National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act No. 107 of 1998) provides a framework for environmental protection and sustainability. Section 28 empowers the Minister of Environment, Forestry, and Fisheries to regulate hazardous waste management. 
· The National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act No. 59 of 2008) further emphasises proper waste management of lead-containing materials.
Benefits of Lead-Free Road Paint
Switching to lead-free road paint offers numerous benefits for shopping centres and the community:
· Improved Public Health: Reduced exposure to lead minimises the risk of lead poisoning and related health complications.
· Environmental Sustainability: Lead-free paint minimises pollution and conserves natural resources.
· Enhanced Durability: Lead-free formulations often offer superior durability, reducing maintenance costs and extending the service life of parking facilities.
· Corporate Social Responsibility: Adopting lead-free paint aligns with global trends towards eco-friendly practices, enhancing a shopping centre’s reputation and Carbon Footprint (which will become a matter of compliance reporting in the next year). 




Leading the Charge: SAPMA and Lead-Free Paint in South Africa
The South African Paint Manufacturers Association (SAPMA) recognises its responsibility as a leader in the paint industry. We believe the well-being of our communities and the environment is paramount.  Lead exposure poses a significant health risk, particularly to children.  Therefore, SAPMA takes a proactive stance on lead-free paint.
Firstly, SAPMA members understand the dangers of lead. We are committed to upholding high standards and ensuring the safety of our products. By advocating for and implementing a lead-free future, we are protecting public health.
Secondly, environmental responsibility is a core value at SAPMA. Lead contamination harms ecosystems and disrupts natural balances.  Lead-free alternatives minimise this risk, ensuring a cleaner environment for future generations.
Thirdly, leadership requires action.  SAPMA doesn't simply acknowledge the lead issue; we actively drive change.  We collaborate with regulatory bodies to establish lead-free paint standards and educate consumers about the benefits.
By taking the lead on this crucial issue, SAPMA demonstrates its commitment to a healthier and more sustainable South Africa.  We believe this proactive approach sets a positive example for the industry and ensures a brighter future for all.
Compliance Deadlines
The Department of Employment and Labour, in collaboration with the Department of Environment, Forestry, and Fisheries, has mandated a phase-out of lead-based road from 2022. This deadline reflects South Africa's commitment to protecting public health and the environment. 
Shopping Centres are legally obligated to transition to lead-free paint in their parking facilities to comply with these regulations. 
They are encouraged to engage with SAPMA on those plans so that SAPMA can submit a Compliance Report on these Transition Plans, to the respective Government Departments. 
Ultimately, SAPMA can only report on the planning to transition the Paint and Coatings Sector to lead-free status, if Property Managers and Owners are working with SAPMA on the Lead-Free Road paint strategy. 
Similarly SAPMA must work with SALGA, on Compliance for Municipalities and Local Government to reflect strategies and impediments in this endeavour. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, the transition to lead-free road paint is imperative for shopping centres in South Africa to comply with legislative mandates and safeguard public health and the environment. By adhering to the Hazardous Substances Act, NEMA, and related regulations, shopping centres can contribute to a safer, healthier future for all. The phased elimination of lead-based coatings underscores the government's commitment to protecting citizens from the dangers of lead pollution. Shopping centres must embrace this paradigm shift towards sustainable, eco-friendly practices, prioritising the well-being of patrons and the preservation of natural resources. Through proactive measures and collaboration with SAPMA, shopping centres can lead the way in promoting a lead-free environment for generations to come.
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